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A few examples of NLU’s media appearances between
May and August 2008 appear below. For copies of
these articles or a more complete report of media
appearances, please contact Tracy Kremer at ext. 3847.

8/4/2008 in Crain’s Chicago Business
“Local knowledge” Recap: Crain’s published a Q&A
with NLU’s Executive Dean of CMB Chris Multhauf about
NLU’s Latino outreach initiatives, particularly an innova-
tive community-based MBA program in Pilsen. The
article was part of a section about Hispanic business
and creating a new generation of leaders in Chicago. 

7/31/2008 in Evanston Review
“City Council OKs National-Louis’ dorm request” Recap:
The Evanston Review reported that the Evanston City
Council voted 6-2 to grant NLU a zoning variance for
the PACE Program at 1620 Central Street. In the article,
NLU President Richard Pappas commented that NLU
is excited PACE will continue to be part of Evanston. 

5/22/2008 in Chicago Tribune
“College Helps Grads with Dreams” Recap: The
Chicago Tribune featured NLU’s partnership with
Community Links High School in this exclusive advance
story published the morning before an NLU press
briefing at the school in Chicago’s Little Village. 

Click here for a selection of full-length articles. 

NLU in the News

Kent Kay named
VP for finance and
administration

Kent Kay joined NLU as its

new VP for finance and

administration on August 4.

Kay comes to NLU from

Missouri State University in

Springfield, where he served

since 2003 as chief financial

officer, treasurer of the Board

of Governors and treasurer of the Missouri State Uni-

versity Foundation, and also, since 2007, as exec. dir.

of planning and budgeting. Prior to Kay’s work with

Missouri State, he was special assistant to the

chancellor at The University of Alabama System

in Tuscaloosa, where he began in 1997 as director of

its Office of Internal Audit.

At NLU, Kay’s major responsibilities will be

to plan, develop and implement appropriate financial,

administrative, operations and business policies, pro-

cedures, systems and controls to enhance the overall

performance of the institution. Kay will have direct

management responsibility for the financial services,

facility operations and information technology depart-

ments. The Office of HR and Diversity will have a dual

reporting relationship to Kay and the President’s Office.

Hats off to our graduates!
The 2008 Chicago-area commencement ceremony was a memorable event for graduates, their families

and NLU faculty and staff attendees. The speaker and honorary degree recipient was the Honorable

Miguel del Valle, clerk of the city of Chicago. NLU has also given del Valle its first annual César E. Chávez

Award for service to the Latino community for his work in helping Latinos overcome barriers to education.

During his commencement address, del Valle said that graduating students “are ordinary people doing

extraordinary things” and added that those graduates becoming teachers should be proud that they will be

making such a difference in individuals’ lives.

The student speaker of the day was Richard Osman, Jr., receiving his master of science in human

services in CAS and he also has a bachelor of arts in human services from NLU. He noted in his com-

mencement address that graduating students were like a bright white light—that they “reached the light at

the end of a tunnel,” and are “traveling down the path to enrichment and fulfillment.”

Out-of-state commencement speakers
make the day special

Florida: Betty Reed of the Florida House of Representatives District 59 was the commencement speaker.

She is also an NLU alumna in the bachelor of arts in applied behavioral sciences program. Kimone Maddox,

master of education in educational leadership program, was the student speaker.

Northern VA/D.C.: Ralph Hallenbeck, VP for business development, Science Applications Int’l. Corp.,

McLean, VA, was the speaker.

Wisconsin: Mary Kay Morrison, founder and director of Humor Quest, was the speaker. Dawn Payne,

master of education in interdisciplinary studies program, was the student speaker.

James Britt

Commencement speaker the Honorable Miguel
del Valle, clerk of the city of Chicago, left, with
student speaker Richard Osman, Jr.

(l. to r.) President Pappas, Florida commencement speaker Representative Betty Reed 
and NLU Florida campus Executive Dir. George Valcourt

President Pappas and speaker del Valle (in black robes) with NLU trustees at the Chicago ceremony 

Graduates of NLU’s PACE program also celebrated commencement on the evening of June 20 at a
banquet held in their honor in Glenview, IL

Commencement speaker Mary Kay Morrison
at the Wisconsin ceremony



Kudos

Edna Bazik, associate professor, NCE, will be receiv-

ing the ICTM Max Beberman Mathematics Educator Award in

October 2008 at the Illinois Council of Teachers of Mathe-

matics conference in Peoria, IL. She also recently co-authored

a new 2008 book entitled Concordia Curriculum Guide,

Math, Grade 7, Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO.

Camille Blachowicz, professor, NCE, and Charlene

Cobb, adjunct faculty member, NCE, co-authored a book

entitled Teaching Vocabulary Across the Content Areas: An

ASCD Action that has been named the 2008 Distinguished

Achievement Awards Winner for Teacher Resources by the

Association of Educational Publishers.

Gail Bush, professor, NCE, received a 2008 Library School

Alumni Association Award from the University of Illinois at

Urbana-Champaign Graduate School of Library and Information

Science. She was honored at a reception on June 29 at the

American Library Association annual conference in Anaheim, CA.

Susan Gabel, professor, NCE, has a co-written a new

2008 book entitled Disability and the Politics of Education: an

International Reader, published by Peter Lang.

Nancy Hatcher, adjunct faculty member, NCE, received

a Distinguished Educator of the Year award from the School

District 300 Foundation for Educational Excellence.

Joanne Koch, professor, CAS, had a staged reading of

her play Courage Like a Wild Horse presented at the Victory

Gardens Theater in May 2008. She was then invited to bring

the story to the American Indian Center in July 2008. Her musical,

If I Embarrass You, Tell Your Friends, was featured in the Stages

Festival at Theatre Building Chicago in August 2008.

Costas Spirou, professor, CAS, published a chapter

entitled “The Evolution of the Tourism Precinct” in City Spaces–

Tourist Places: Urban Tourism Precincts, edited by Bruce

Hayllar, Tony Griffin and Deborah Edwards, pp. 19-38, Oxford:

Butterworth-Heinemann. Spirou was also appointed to the

Program Committee of the Chicago Cultural Alliance (CCA),

a partnership of Chicago’s ethnic museums and cultural centers.

He also serves on the executive board of the CCA.

Fred Widlak, professor emeritus, presented on the

topic of “The Impact of Environmental Laws on the American

Economy” at the International Conference on Law and the

Economy at the Mechnikov National University in Odessa,

Ukraine in May 2008.

Proyecto Comunidad update

Proyecto Comunidad contin-

ues to thrive, bringing new

partnerships and initiatives to

NLU. Ana Maria Soto, execu-

tive dir. of Latino initiatives,

says the partnerships “have

flourished internationally,

nationally and locally.” 

Highlighted in Crain’s

Chicago Business on August 4,

NLU’s partnership with El Valor has graduated its first MBA Latino cohort, and

two other cohort groups are still in operation. By the end of 2009, NLU will grad-

uate 46 Latino MBAs who received their instruction in Little Village.

NLU and Community Links High School signed an agreement that will support

Latino graduates who have already come through the Bridge program to attend

NLU as their college of choice—giving these Latino students the extra support needed

to attend college and graduate. Arne Duncan, CEO of CPS, attended the press

conference.

NLU has established a Latino Scholarship Fund. Generous supporters have

already given money and NLU is ready to disperse the first two scholarships. Proyecto

Comunidad Advisory Board members are actively soliciting funds and will also

contribute to this fund.

NLU is moving forward on its plan to establish a Latino Center at the Chicago

campus. Space has been appropriated and furniture and paint will be acquired in

the fall. The eight students that are coming from the Community Links High School

will be the core group of students that will work to make the Latino Center a supportive

space for students to find information and opportunities.

A new advertising campaign in Spanish and English will highlight many of the

opportunities that NLU offers Latinos. The ads feature students from the MBA

programs that tell their compelling stories.
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Edna Bazik 

Camille Blachowicz

Gail Bush

Joanne Koch

Costas Spirou

Fred Widlak

George Litman, interim provost and VP for academic

affairs, announced the adjunct faculty bonus

awards for exceptional achievements in 2006-2007

in an email to the university community in May. “The

program was established to provide a means for

recognition and financial reward for National-Louis

University adjunct faculty members whose overall

performance significantly exceeded the normal

expectations and requirements for their position,”

he explained. 

These are the outstanding adjunct faculty members

being recognized for their contribution to NLU:

College of Arts and Sciences

Ellen Belluomini

Paul McComas

College of Management and Business

Nancy Harding

Kathy Kelly

Timothy Skoning

National College of Education

Irene Lerner

Adjunct faculty bonus awards

NLU entered a float for the sec-
ond year in the Arlington
Heights Frontier Days July 4
Festival Parade—to generate
public awareness and interest
in NLU. The theme of this
year’s parade was “In the
Good Ol’ Summertime” and
NLU’s float received an honor-
able mention award. Special
thanks to the following for vol-
unteering their time for the
parade: Cindy Bogenholm, uni-
versity library; Matt Cira, OIT;
Jerry Dachs, univ. library; Kari
Geske, registrar’s; Magali
Giron, distribution ctr.; Vladimir
Ladygin, copy ctr.; Linda Lot-
ton, univ. library; Marty Mickey,
controller; Amanda Musacchio,
univ. library; Kismet Oz, CAD;
Elsie Piatek, NCE; and Akovi
Wilson, OIT.

(l.to r.) Chicago Alderman George Cardenas, NCE Assistant Pro-
fessor Carlos Azcoitia, NLU President Pappas, and CEO of CPS
Arne Duncan at the press conference for the Community Links
High School agreement
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Wellness Healthcare Screenings—Part of good
health and living longer means making good choices
about your health and taking advantage of the
opportunity to identify health problems before they
become serious health issues. That is why NLU is
offering a Wellness Healthcare Screening Program
through Wellness Inc. in October. Healthcare screenings
will be taking place at all five Illinois campuses in
October and out-of-state campuses will have the
option to go to a local patient services company
associated with Wellness Inc. for the same screenings. 

The healthcare screenings will take about 15
minutes and will include blood pressure, pulse and
BMI measurements as well as a 35 panel compre-
hensive blood test. The screening checks for your
risk of heart disease, diabetes, infection, kidney, liver
disorders, thyroid disease, high cholesterol, anemia
and other health problems. A health risk assessment
will also be completed by the participant using a Palm
Pilot at the time of the screening. Confidential reports
regarding the results of the screening will be mailed to
the participant’s home address within two weeks.
These screenings are completely confidential and
NLU will not receive any individualized information
from Wellness Inc. 

Healthcare screenings and flu vaccinations will
be available at no charge to full-time employees,
spouses and dependent children over the age of 18.
Adjunct faculty and other non-full time employees

and spouses can also participate on a self-pay
basis. Stay tuned for more information.

Input Your Time Online—New Online Time-
card System—We are pleased to announce a new
online time card reporting system that we will begin
using for bi-weekly employees in October. The
online system will allow employees to input their
time through the NLU Portal instead of having to fill in
and circulate a paper time card. After the time informa-
tion is entered into the NLU Portal by an employee, it
will flow electronically to the supervisor for approval
and then finally to payroll for processing.

This new system will provide various advan-
tages from our current system, including:

1. Employees will no longer have to handle and
deal with the paper time cards

2. Your pay information will be stored electronically
in Banner which will allow for quicker processing
and accessing of data.

3. Time information can be input and approved
systematically, no matter what location an
employee or supervisor may be at.

4. The elimination of all the fax costs we currently
incur to fax in time cards.

5. More information and internal data checks pro-
vided to you as you enter your time.

The electronic time cards will be located in the
same place you go for your benefit information,
leave balances and payroll stubs—the NLU Portal! 

We will be providing training for all employees and
supervisors to learn how to use the new system. If you
are attending the NLU Connection on Thursday, Sep-
tember 4, in Chicago, we will be conducting a workshop
to demonstrate the new system.

Mark your calendars with the dates below and
more information will follow to sign up for a training
session. Bi-weekly paid employees will begin using
this new time reporting system starting October 6. 

If you have any questions, please contact the
payroll department at ext. 5451, 5506, 5439 or at
payroll@nl.edu.

Human Resources Highlights

NEW! Diversity &
Inclusion Training
opportunity coming
soon!
Watch for a new training opportunity presented by
the Diversity & Inclusion Council and the Office of
Human Resources–Diversity & Inclusion Team Building,
facilitated by Erin Haulotte and Rudy Smith. The highly-
interactive workshop focuses on how individual diversity
impacts a team’s dynamic—i.e. how colleagues com-
municate with one another, how individuals give and
receive feedback, how individuals prefer to participate
in meetings, how team members socialize, etc.; and
presents participants with a variety of opportunities
to understand how stereotypes and assumptions impact
their daily interactions and most importantly, challenges
participants to not only recognize, but utilize the diver-
sity amongst their team and step outside of their
assumptions. The workshop, the first in a series, will
be presented to all departments with other program
opportunities to follow: diversity and service excel-
lence, diversity and effective communication, diversity
and conflict resolution, etc.

The Diversity & Inclusion Council will sponsor a
variety of raffle prizes at the University Connection.
Stop by their table to register.

HR Highlights
The following staff and faculty recently celebrated a service milestone and should be recognized for their
continued contributions and service to the university:
30 Years

Susan Kerstein, Associate Professor

25 Years 

Marilyn Bizar, Professor

20 Years

Charles Sentell, Assistant Professor

Marsha Geller, Assistant Professor

John Kerrigan, Associate Professor

Shani Beth-Halachmy, Associate Professor

Alice Toy, Associate Director of

SIS/Records & Registration

15 Years

Sharon Hickey, Transcript Evaluator

Laura Bauer, Associate Professor

Cynthia Mee, Professor

Karen Tardrew, Associate Professor

Robert Bracki, Assistant Professor

Joseph Mitchell, Associate Professor

Paul O’Neill, Associate Professor

Brian Pudil, Assistant Director of

Accounts Receivable

10 Years

Patricia Anderson, Associate Professor

Valentina Benjamin, Administrative

Assistant II

Bob Benway, Assistant Professor

Mark Burnette, Assistant Professor

Jefferson Burns, Facilities Manager

Florence Cabera, Clinical Placement

Coordinator

Paula Jordan, Associate Professor

Susan McMahon, Professor

Jane Moore, Associate Professor

Martin Palacios, Instructional 

Technology Assistant

Ewa Politanska, Admin. Assistant III 

Joan Sarno, Rep. II—Packaging

(Student Finance)

Rudy Smith, Community College 

Partnership Manager

Linda Sweeney, Assistant Professor

Victoria Whipple, Associate Professor

Barbara Wilkovich, Certification Coordinator

5 Years

Rani Abraham, Admissions Evaluator

Ann Bates, Assistant Professor

Linda Bliss, Faculty

Terry Boyle, Student Service Rep.

Robert Bruhl, Assistant Professor

Jennifer Harris, Executive Director of

Instructional Giving

Mary Hauser, Professor

Virginia Jagla, Assistant Professor

Janis Jones, Professional Growth Advisor

Claudia Katz, Instructor

Cheryl Kaminski, Instructor

Mary Kelly, Enrollment Representative

Vera Kemeny, Assistant Professor

Barbara Lukas, Associate Project Director

Stephanie McCampbell, Instructional

Technology Assistant

Charlotte Metoyer, Assistant Professor

James Nowotarski, Assistant Professor

Sheila Pettersen, Instructor

Neeta Sharma, Accounts Payable Assistant

Mark Shinn, Professor

Anna Silberg, Assistant Professor

Pat Van Slyke, Associate Professor

Sadia Warsi, Assistant Professor

Olivia Watkins, Assistant Professor

Xiuwen Wu, Assistant Professor

Bonnie Zbiec, Instructional 

Technology Assistant

Date and Time Campus

Tues., September 23 • 10am Lisle

Tues., September 23 • 1pm Lisle

Wed., September 24 • 10am Chicago

Wed., September 24 • 1pm Chicago

Wed., September 24 • 2pm Chicago

Fri., September 26 • 1pm Centra Online Session

Fri., September 26 • 10am Wheeling

Mon., September 29 • 10am Wheeling

Mon., September 29 • 1pm Wheeling

Tues., September 30 • 10am North Shore

Tues., September 30 • 1pm North Shore

Wed., October 1 • 10am Elgin

Thurs., October 2 • 10am Centra Online Session (FL & WI)

Fri., October 3 • 1pm Centra Online Session

Fri., October 3 • 10am Wheeling



Editorial Board box
Susan Malovany, NLU Insider newsletter editor

James Campbell, faculty representative

Rebecca Villagomez, enrollment mgmt. dept.

Email: smalovany@nl.edu • Phone: 847.465.5497 • Fax: 847.465.5617

This publication will be printed and distributed quarterly. The Editorial Board reserves the right to edit all materials. Forward your items to Sue Malovany, university publications editor, Wheeling campus.

Campus Reporters:

Milwaukee/Beloit: Amy Hughes, enrollment rep.

Tampa: George Valcourt, executive dir., Florida campus
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Welcome to all new employees!
Maureen Chambers–Admissions Evaluator, 

Whlg, 847.947.5578
Gwendolyn Conway–Grants Accountant, Institutional

Advancement, Chgo, 312.261.3911
Jonita Ellis–Transcript Evaluator/Certification Coord.,

Whlg, 847.947.5066
Lisa Ellis–Training & Tech Asst. Spec., NCE Grants,

Whlg, 847.947.5113
Lauren Fink–Grants Accountant, Grants and Contracts,

Chgo, 312.261.3910
Larissa Garcia–Asst. Professor, Univ. Library, 

Lisle, 630.874.4235
Tarah Kandell–Training & Tech. Asst. Spec., NCE

Grants, Whlg, 312.261.3257

Shaunti Knauth–Assoc. Dir. of Univ. Assessment, 
Whlg, 847.947.5187

Irene Koliopoulos–Degree Audit Analyst, Admissions
and Records, Whlg, 847.947.5119

Martha Owens–Training & Tech. Asst. Spec., NCE
Grants, Whlg, 847.947.5114

Brian Russell–Grants Writer, Institutional Advancement,
Chgo, 312.261.3912 

Jamilah Shadeed–Assoc. Teacher, NCE Grants, 
Head Start Ctr. 773.533.9011

Stacy Shaw, Facilities Tech., Physical Plant, 
Whlg, 847.947.5204

Allison Wasowski–Response Ctr. Rep., Mkt. and Commun.,
Whlg., 847.947.5316

Book self-publishing
seminar
In April, the NLU Library Outreach Committee hosted a
self-publishing workshop by NLU NCE Assistant Pro-
fessor Sara Schneider at the Skokie and Wheeling
campuses. Schneider is the author of several titles
published through conventional methods, and she
contrasted this experience with self-publishing her
first book Art of Darkness Street Acting by Under-
cover Operators, Con Men and Others using the new
print-on-demand technology. Her presentation gave
detailed information for anyone considering self-
publishing, and helped attendees decide whether
self-publishing might be a good option for them.

The 3rd Annual Writers’ Week workshops, sponsored
by NLU’s Master of Science in Written Communication
Program, CAS, were held in June and on opening night
featured Dawn Turner Trice, Chicago Tribune columnist
and author of Only Twice I’ve Wished for Heaven and
An Eighth of August. Also featured at the workshops
were author of best-seller Shadow Divers Robert Kurson;
blogger-biographer author of Nixonland Rick Perlstein;
New York literary agent Timothy Seldes; children’s book
author Susan R. Shreve; musical author and lyricist
John Sparks; and comedy performer and screenwriter
Tim Kazurinsky. 

Workshop participants said they were thrilled
with the quality of the workshops and the chance to
interact with these renowned writers. For example,
Bob Danon, a workshop participant who attended,
called the week “life-changing.” He said, “I wanted
to take this opportunity to write and thank you for the
outstanding writing series you put together. ...Six great
classes, six terrific writers/speakers/teachers. ...WOW!
What an outstanding offering.” Jessica Jean Larson,

current NLU graduate student about to enroll in the
MS in Written Communication Program, added, “Writers’
Week changed my life and I am grateful to you and
NLU for making that happen.” 

Clare Walker, student in the writing program, took
advantage of the Writers’ Week workshops to submit
her novel, written in the master’s program as her thesis
project, with literary agent Timothy Seldes. Seldes
mentioned he was looking forward to reading it.

Writers’ Week launched June 23 in Chicago New babies
Congrats to Krystyna Tybor, staff accountant, financial
services, and her husband, Witold Tybor, on the birth
of a new baby daughter, Gabriella Sandra Tybor, on
July 24, 2008, weighing 6 lbs., 14 oz.

Paulette Buczko, enrollment representative, Lisle
campus, on the death of her husband, Stanley
Buczko, in May 2008.

Sarah Goenne, library archives and special col-
lections assistant, Chicago campus, on the death
of her mother, Doris Goenne, on May 28, 2008.

Natalie Manbeck, associate professor, CAS;
Carol Moulden, associate professor, university
library; and Phil Moulden (adjunct faculty, CAS) on
the July 26, 2008, death of Maurice Wesley Man-

beck, who is Natalie and Carol’s father and Phil’s
father-in law. 

Steve Neer, director of NLU’s Undergraduate
Academic Advising Center, on the death of his
father, Harold, on July 30, 2008. 

Johanna Patterson, lead enrollment representative,
Chicago campus, on the death her uncle, Franklin
Stroud, on May 26, 2008.

Lisa Wolf, senior enrollment representative, Lisle cam-
pus, on the death of her son, Matt, on May 27, 2008

Our condolences to...

(l. to r.) CAS Professor Joanne Koch, dir. of the M.S. in Written Commu-
nication program and Writers’ Week coordinator; Dawn Turner Trice,
Writers’ Week workshops author and Chicago Tribune columnist; CAS
Associate Professor Bruce Boyer; and Martha Casazza, dean of CAS

Above: President Pappas with Becky Stimson at the May 14 farewell
luncheon for her at the Chicago campus. Stimson was the former VP of
development and alumni relations at NLU. Below: (l. to r.) VP of Market-
ing and Communications Jeanne Hartig, Trustee Mark A. Chudzinski,
Assoc. Professor Ellen McMahon, Stimson and Trustee Estelle G.
Walgreen, at Stimson’s farewell luncheon 


